94-98 NW 5t" Avenue
Property History

Elizabeth Wilson
¢ Noted as 24 years old in 1940 via census record, living on NW 7" Avenue, married to Otha
Lee Wilson (29), 3 children (daughter Ida Mae (7), Son Otha Lee, Jr. (5), and Thomas Lee (2))
e May have been original property owner, the name is fairly common, making online research
difficult.

H. Edmonds (later c/o D.J. Edmonds) (property owner
e Edmonds Barber Shop, 98 NW 5 Avenue - (Page 10, West Settlers Historic District Historic
Designation Report-1997 & city building permit 1971-862)
e Francenes Beauty Shop, 94 NW 5" Avenue - (city building permit 197 1-862)

Leroy & Yvonne Baine (property owners) — AKA Baines

e Yvonne's maiden name was Edmonds, whose family owned the property prior.

e Leroy Baine — FAMU graduate, WWII veteran, Kappa Alpha Psi member, assistant principal at
Atlantic High School, member of the Delray Beach Negro Civic League a local civil rights
group, many efforts for equality, including filing a lawsuit in Nov. 1954 demanding equal
rights for access to the city’s recreational amenities including the city beach (pg. 102,
Blood, Sweat, & Tears - Jake Gaither, Florida A&M, and the History of Black College Football).

Palm Beach County, Civics & History, Exploring the Past, Present, and Future

e The Civic League also worked to get paved roads in the black neighborhoods (1958-CC
Special Meeting Minutes).

e 2011 Deed for the property includes witness signatures by both Dedrick Straghn and Randy
Straghn. Dedrick is an attorney (26 SW 5" Avenue) and is a native to Delray Beach. He may
have additional information about the property.

The original 1935 building was demolished in August of 1971, and a new structure was built that year
(BP1971-000862). At that time, the property owner was Leroy Baine, the architect was Charles Toth
(office in Del-lda Park, Delray Beach), the contractor was Jay Callaway (note Callaway's grandson,
Joe VanNess is also a General Contractor, who continues to work in the area). The original building
permit drawings noted that the building was to contain 4 identical 2 bedroom/1 bathroom rental
apartments on the 2" floor and 1 office, 2 retail shops, and covered parking on the ground floor. The
plans were revised to include 8 units on the 2" floor, as motel rooms. No kitchens were indicated on
the plans and the permit includes a letter from the contractor, referring to the use of the upper floor
as a “Motel”.
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