
 

Planning, Zoning and Building Department 

BOARD ACTION REPORT – APPEALABLE ITEM 

 
Project Name:   SANDOWAY DISCOVERY CENTER 
Project Location: 142 S. Ocean Boulevard 
Request:   Certificate of Appropriateness and Class I Site Plan Modification 
Board:   Historic Preservation Board 
Meeting Date:  June 7, 2017 
 
Board Action:   
Approved the Certificate of Appropriateness and Class I Site Plan Modification, on a 7 to 0 vote, 
subject to one condition.     
 
Project Description: 
The subject property is located at 142 S. Ocean Boulevard, which is at the northwest corner of South 
Ocean Boulevard and Ingraham Avenue.  The Sandoway Discovery Center is located within the circa 
1936 Resort Colonial structure.  The structure is one of the last remaining Resort Colonial houses in 
the city and it is believed the architect of record was Samuel Ogren, Sr., Delray Beach’s first registered 
architect.  The home was rehabilitated under the Secretary of the Interiors Standards for Rehabilitation 
and opened to the public as a nature center in 1998.    
 
The current proposal is to install a 20’ x 30’ concrete slab and white, canvas awning structure along the 
north side of the property adjacent to the City of Delray Beach - Sandoway Public Parking lot.  The 
request is part of an overall plan to improve functions and facilities operations for the Sandoway 
Discovery Center.  Currently, the Center is host to school-aged children during field trips and the 20’ x 
30’ area will serve as a shaded staging area for fieldtrip goers. 
 
The subject property is listed on the National Register of Historic Places; however, the improvements 
do not affect the integrity of the historic structure.  The State of Florida’s Division of Historical 
Resources has been notified of the request and they have indicated that a formal review by their 
offices is not required.   
 
Staff supported the Certificate of Appropriateness and Class I Site Plan Modification, subject to one 
(1) condition of approval. 
 
During their presentation of the request to the Board, the applicant indicated they wanted to revise the 
request to increase the size of the slab and canopy from the requested 20’ x 30’ to 20’ x 35’. 
 
Board Comments:   
The Board comments were supportive. They felt the 20’ x 35’ slab and canopy was reasonable and 
approved the revised request.   
 
Public Comments: 
No members of the public spoke for or against the project. 
 
Associated Actions:  All required actions were taken. 
 
Next Action: HPB action is final.  



 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION BOARD 
CITY OF DELRAY BEACH                          STAFF REPORT 
 
 

 

MEETING DATE: June 7, 2017 

ITEM: 142 S. Ocean Boulevard – Sandoway Discovery Center, an Individually 
Designated Historic Structure and Property - Certificate of Appropriateness and 
Class I Site Plan Modification, (2017-145) for installation of a new canopy and 
paved area. 

RECOMMENDATION:  Approve the Certificate of  

                                                 Appropriateness 

GENERAL DATA:  
  

Owner:………………….. Palm Beach County Lessor 
City of Delray Beach Lessee 

  

   
Agent:…………………… Robert Russo  
   
Location:………………... 142 South Ocean Boulevard  
   
Property Size:………….. .35 Acres  
   
   
   
Current Zoning:………... CF (Community Facilities)  
   
Adjacent Zoning:……….   

North: OS (Open Space)  
South: OS   

East: OS   
West: 

 
RM (Multiple Family  
Residential - Medium Density) 

 

 
Existing Future Land 
Use Designation:….. 

 
CF (Community Facilities) 

 

   
Water Service:………… On site  
   
Sewer Service:………… On site  

  
 

 



 

ITEM BEFORE THE BOARD 

The item before the Board is consideration of Certificate of Appropriateness (COA) 2017-145 and Class 
I Site Plan Modification for installation of a new canopy and paved area on property located at 142 
South Ocean Boulevard – Sandoway Discovery Center, an individually designated historic structure 
and property, pursuant to LDR Section 2.4.6(H).  
  

BACKGROUND/PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

The subject property is located at 142 S. Ocean Boulevard, which is at the northwest corner of South 
Ocean Boulevard and Ingraham Avenue.  The Sandoway Discovery Center is located within the circa 
1936 Resort Colonial structure.  The structure is one of the last remaining Resort Colonial houses in 
town and it is believed the architect of record was Samuel Ogren, Sr., Delray Beach’s first registered 
architect.  The home was rehabilitated under the Secretary of the Interiors Standards for Rehabilitation 
and opened to the public as a nature center in 1998.    
 
The current proposal is to install a 20’ x 30’ concrete slab and white canvas awning structure along the 
north side of the property adjacent to the City of Delray Beach - Sandoway Public Parking lot.  The 
request is part of an overall plan to improve functions and facilities operations for the Sandoway 
Discovery Center.  Currently, the Center is host to school-aged children during field trips and the 20’ x 
30’ area will serve as a shaded staging area for fieldtrip goers. 
 
While the subject property is listed on the National Register of Historic Places, the improvements do not 
affect the integrity of the historic structure and the State of Florida’s Division of Historical Resources 
has been notified of the request.   
 
The subject COA request is now before the Board.  
 

ANALYSIS 

Pursuant to LDR Section 2.4.6(H)(5), Prior to approval, a finding must be made that any 
Certificate of Appropriateness to be approved is consistent with Historic Preservation purposes 
pursuant to Objective A-4 of the Land Use Element of the Comprehensive Plan and specifically 
with provisions of Section 4.5.1, and the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation. 
Based on the above, positive findings can be made with respect to compliance with the Standards. 
 
Pursuant to LDR Section 4.3.4(K), a 10’ perimeter setback is required for properties within the 
CF zoning district.   
 
Pursuant to LDR Section 4.4.21(H)(1), The perimeter setback area, when provided, shall be a 
landscaped area within which no paving shall be allowed except for driveways and walkways 
leading to structures on the premises. Such driveways and walkways shall be generally 
perpendicular to the property line.   
 
Pursuant to LDR Section 4.4.21(H)(2), when this zone district is adjacent to residential zoning, 
the perimeter landscape area should be increased to a depth of fifteen feet (15'); or, as an 
alternative, either a wall, decorative fencing, or hedging should be installed for aesthetic and 
buffer purposes. 
 
The applicant has indicated that the proposed slab and canopy will adhere to the required setbacks and 
that the required perimeter setback area is currently landscaped.  It is also noted that a concrete block 
wall exists along the western property line, meeting the requirements for buffering and aesthetic 
purposes and the proposed improvements are setback at least 30’ from the west property line and 10’ 
from the north property line; however, a note needs to be provided on the site plan indicating that the 
proposed improvements are setback at least 30’ from the west property line, 10’ from the northern 
property line and that the setback areas are landscaped.  This item has been added as a condition of 
approval.   
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A review of the applicable code sections has been completed and the proposal can be found to be 
compliant with the purposes of Objective A-4 of the Land Use Element of the Comprehensive Plan and 
with the provisions of Land Development Regulation Section 4.5.1 as well as the Secretary of the 
Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation.    
 

ALTERNATIVE ACTIONS 

 
A. Continue with direction. 
 
B. Approve the Certificate of Appropriateness (2017-145) and Class I Site Plan Modification for 

installation of a new canopy and paved area on property located at 142 South Ocean Boulevard – 
Sandoway Discovery Center, an individually designated historic structure and property, by 
adopting the findings of fact and law contained in the staff report, and finding that the request and 
approval thereof meets the criteria set forth in the Land Development Regulations Section 
2.4.6(H)(5). 

 
C. Deny the Certificate of Appropriateness (2017-145) and Class I Site Plan Modification for 

installation of a new canopy and paved area on property located at 142 South Ocean Boulevard – 
Sandoway Discovery Center, an individually designated historic structure and property, by 
adopting the findings of fact and law contained in the staff report, and finding that the request and 
approval thereof does not meet the criteria set forth in the Land Development Regulations Section 
2.4.6(H)(5). 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

 
Approve the Certificate of Appropriateness (2017-145) and Class I Site Plan Modification for installation 
of a new canopy and paved area on property located at 142 South Ocean Boulevard – Sandoway 
Discovery Center, an individually designated historic structure and property, by adopting the findings 
of fact and law contained in the staff report, and finding that the request and approval thereof meets the 
criteria set forth in the Land Development Regulations Section 2.4.6(H)(5), subject to the following 
condition of approval: 
 

1. That a note be provided on the site plan indicating that the proposed improvements are setback 
at least 30’ from the west property line, 10’ from the north property line and that the setback 
areas are landscaped.   
 

Report Prepared By: Michelle Hoyland, Historic Preservation Planner 
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Division of Historical Resources 
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Michelle Hoyland                            June 9, 2017 

City of Delray Beach 

Planning, Zoning & Building Department 

100 NW 1st Ave 

Delray Beach, FL 33444 

 

RE: DHR Project File No.: 2017-2913, Received by DHR: June 9, 2017. 

Project: Construction of 20’ X 35’ Slab and Canopy at 142 S. Ocean Blvd.   

 County: Palm Beach 

 

Ms. Hoyland: 

 

Our office reviewed the referenced project in accordance with Chapters 267.061 and 373.414, Florida 

Statutes, and implementing state regulations, for possible effects on historic properties listed, or eligible 

for listing, in the National Register of Historic Places, or otherwise of historical, architectural or 

archaeological value. 

 

The Sandoway Discovery Center, located at 142 S. Ocean Blvd, is proposing to build a 20’ x 35’ slab and 

canopy on their property. This property (PB00295) is listed on the National Register of Historic Places. It 

is a colonial revival cottage built in 1932, and is in excellent condition.  

 

The proposed project will be constructed on open, sodded ground, and will not connect to the historic 

house at any point. Based on the information provided and the scope of work to be completed, it is the 

opinion of this office that the projects will have no adverse effect on historic properties listed, or eligible 

for listing, on the National Register of Historic Places.  

 

If you have any questions, please contact Alyssa Costas, Historic Sites Specialist, by email at 

Alyssa.Costas@dos.myflorida.com, or by telephone at 850.245.6333 or 800.847.7278. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

Timothy A. Parsons, Ph.D., RPA 

Director, Division of Historical Resources 

and State Historic Preservation Officer 


