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City of Delray Beach 
....,._P_l...,an .... Q.ing &_f..0Di!l9 

#OO\lo9 S ~ I 000.00 

Re: Application for Modification to Dock Standards Pursuant to Code Section 7.9.4 - 
744 Seasage Drive (David and Kelli Long - Owners) 

Dear Mr. Stillings: 

I am pleased to represent David and Kelli Long who own a single family residence and dock at 
744 Seasage Drive. Please consider this an application pursuant to Section 7.9.4 of the City Code 
requesting the City Commission to authorize modification in the standards for dock approval set forth in 
Article 7.9, specifically a request to allow a secondary lift on the existing dock. Section 7.9.11 
governing boatlifts and entitled "Standards for Approval" provides in subsection (B) that [w]hen plot 
frontage exists along a body of water, only one boat lift is permitted ..... " 

Enclosed as composite Exhibit "A" is an aerial of the property and photographs depicting the 
conditions of the existing dock, previously approved by the City. Enclosed as Exhibit "B" is the 
proposed dock plan depicting the proposed platform lift which will allow Mr. Long's family to safely 
launch kayaks and other non-motorized watercraft into the waterway. Currently, the conditions are such 
that the water levels do not allow the saie launching of any such watercraft, substantially diminishing 
the Longs' use and enjoyment of their property and riparian rights. As evidenced by the photographs 
attached as Exhibit "C", which depict the very aesthetically pleasing look of a platform lift which 
obscures the lift mechanism, there would be no adverse impact on adjacent properties. These 
photographs are of the type of system proposed to be installed at the Longs' property if the modification 
was to be approved. Attached as Exhibit "D", is the Florida Department of Environmental Protection 
approval of the proposed platform lift. 

As set forth in Section 7.9.4 of the City Code entitled "Modification of Standards for 
Approval; Appeals" 
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Upon the recommendation of the Building Official, the Commission may authorize 
modification in the standards for approval as set forth in various Subsections of this 
Article 7.9, if it is determined that the requirements of these sections would not be 
feasible or would constitute hardship in a particular instance, and provided that a 
modification would not endanger public safety and welfare. 

The requirements of these sections will not be feasible or would constitute hardship in a 
particular instance: The Standards for Approval that restrict a dock to only one boatlift constitutes a 
hardship as such restriction does not allow a waterfront property owner to fully enjoy their riparian 
rights and safely access the adjacent waterway for non-motorized recreational watercraft. A traditional 
boatlift does not provide access to the water for these types of crafts and water levels are such that one 
cannot safely launch them from a dock. City staff has characterized the platform lift as a "boatlift"; 
however, it neither looks nor operates like a traditional boatlift which has its lifting mechanism exposed 
on the supporting pilings or the dock itself. While more than one vessel may be moored to a dock, only 
one boatlift is permitted for each dock, arguably for aesthetic reasons. A granting of this modification to 
the dock Standards for Approval can be supported as a hardship has been demonstrated and with the 
platform's lifting mechanism obscured beneath the platform it does not thwart the rationale for the one 
boatlift limitation. 

The modification would not endanger public safety and welfare: The Florida Department of 
Environmental Protection reviews proposed docks to address any adverse impacts on the Intracoastal 
Waterway, including to seagrasses and navigability. It has reviewed and approved the requested 
platform lift. The design of the lift will pose no adverse aesthetic or other impact to adjacent or 
surrounding properties; therefore, the proposed modification to the Section 7 .9 .11 (A) Standards for 
Approval would not endanger public safety or welfare. 

For the above reasons, the Longs' respectfully request City staff to process the application and 
schedule the required review by the City Commission. A check in the amount of $1,000, representing 
the required modification fee, is included with this application. 

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to call me. 

~ll 
Gregory S. Kino 

GSK:sfd 
Enclosures 

Cc: David and Kelli Long (via email) 
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Florida~Ï?.e11-~~t of 

Environmental Protection 
SOUTHEAST DISTRICT OFFICE 

3301 GUN CLUB ROAD, MSC 7210-1 
WEST PALM BEACH, FL 33406 

561-681-6600 

Rick Scott 
Governor 

Carlos Lopez-Cantera 
Lt. Governor 

Jonathan P. Steverson 
Secretary 

May 25, 2016 

David Long 
744 Seasage Dr 
Delray Beach, FL 33483 
Sent via e-mail to Scott Groomes: contech@bellsouth.net 

Re: File No.: 50-0343688-001,002,003-EE 
File Name: David Long 

Dear Mr. Long: 

On April 25, 2016, we received your application for an exemption to perform the following 
activities: (1) replace an existing marginal dock with a 638 ft2 L-shaped dock, consisting of a 5 
foot by 38 foot (190 ft2) marginal dock with a 8 foot by 56 foot (448 ft2) finger pier; (2) install a 
boatlift; and (3) install a 12 foot by 30 foot (360 ft2) platform boatlift. The project is located in the 
Intracoastal Waterway, Class III Waters, adjacent to 744 Seasage Dr, Delray Beach (Section 21, 
Township 46 South, Range 43 East), in Palm Beach County (Latitude N 26º 27' 2.61", Longitude 
W 80º 3' 51.86"). 

Your request has been reviewed to determine whether it qualifies for (1) regulatory exemption, (2) 
proprietary authorization (related to state-owned submerged lands), and (3) federal approval that 
may be necessary for work in wetlands or waters of the United States. 

Your project qualifies for all three. However, this letter does not relieve you from the 
responsibility of obtaining other federal, state, or local authorizations that may be required for the 
activity. 

l. Regulatory Review - VERIFIED 
Based on the information submitted, the Department has verified that the activities as proposed 
are exempt, under Chapter 62-330.051(5)(b)(t), Florida Administrative Code, from the need to 
obtain a regulatory permit under part IV of Chapter 373 of the Florida Statutes. 

This exemption verification is based on the information you provided the Department and the 
statutes and rules in effect when the information was submitted. This verification will expire after 
one year, and will not be valid at any other time if site conditions materially change, the project 
design is modified, or the statutes or rules governing the exempt activity are amended. However, 
the activity may still be conducted without further notification to or verification from the 

www. aep. stale. fl. us 
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